
April 16, 2020 
 
Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 
 
Chairman Hall called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. in the Norman County Courtroom with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
The change of venue was to allow for social distancing between attendees.  All Commissioners were in attendance.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  A/T Hanson noted the approval needed on 
Social Services warrants as provided to commissioners by Taylor Holzer.  A/T Hanson also noted she would like discussion 
brought forth on Liquor Licensing fees.  Ms. Hanson also brought additional bills for approval from the Sheriff’s 
Department received after the bills had been processed.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda 
with changes.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to read the minutes of the last minutes.  Commissioner 
Bommersbach made a motion to approve the minutes with changes.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board discussion of the liquor license fees.  She noted that the liquor license fees have 
remained at $30 a year since before 1990.  Donna also noted that the state is requesting differential in fees according to 
what services are offered by the licensee.  The state asks for a fee for an On-Sale license, as well as a separate fee for 
Sunday Liquor, etc.  After some discussion, Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve a $25 On-Sale license fee 
and a $25 Sunday Liquor fee.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
A/T Hanson brought before the board the Social Services warrants as presented by Taylor Holzer.  The amount of the 
Social Services warrants is $25,389.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the Social Services warrants in 
the amount of $25,389 as presented.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
Chairman Hall asked if commissioners had a chance to review the bills.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 
approve the bills as presented with additions of $481.58 for three bills submitted after the audit list had been run.     
 
Revenue - $7,541.20    Road & Bridge - $2,267.46   Public Health - $3,053.40 
 
Solid Waste - $205.30   TOTAL - $13,067.36 + $481.58 = $13,548.94 
 
Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
At 9:35 a.m. Sarah Kjono, Norman-Mahnomen Public Health Director, addressed the board with a COVID-19 update.  
Director Kjono noted that Norman County had received documentation from MDH of their first confirmed positive case 
within the county on Wednesday.  Sarah answered questions posed by county commissioners regarding testing, PPE, 
wearing homemade masks, etc.  Chairman Hall thanked Ms Kjono for the outstanding work she and her staff have been 
doing.   
 
At 9:55 a.m. Keith Berndt, County Highway Engineer, presented his agenda.  The first item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda 
was pavement testing and a contract with Braun-Intertec to perform falling weight deflectometer testing on 
approximately 52 miles of road sections on CSAH 3, 10, 19 and 24 in an estimated amount of $15,483.80.  Keith explained 
that this would help in prioritizing projects and deciding on appropriate preservation measures.  He also noted this is a 
non-destructive test method used to determine the strength of existing pavement and could save dollars down the road 
when determining the depth needed in an overlay project.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a 
motion to approve a contract with Braun-Intertec to perform Falling Weight Deflectometer (FWD) testing for sections of 
CSAH 3, 10, 19 & 24 in the estimated amount of $15,483.80.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all 
voted in favor.   
 
The second item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the opportunity to add intersection lighting to 4 Norman County 
intersections as a part of a 2021 district wide Federal Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) project.  Keith noted 
that Federal funds will pay 100% of the initial cost.  The county would be responsible for future electrical costs.  The 4 
intersections are CSAH 35 & TH 9, CSAH 24 & TH 9, CSAH 38 & TH 113, and CSAH 19 & TH 9.  Commissioner Redland 



inquired if these could be solar lights as he believes there are some solar street lights at intersections in Traill County.  
Engineer Berndt will look into this as these projects will not be done until 2021.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 
motion to authorize the county engineer to proceed with a project to add intersection lighting to the 4 intersections 
noted using Federal Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funds.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 
and all voted in favor.   
 
The third item on the engineer’s agenda was the CSAH 20 Bridge replacement.  Engineer Berndt noted they had publicly 
opened the bids on April 14th at the courthouse parking lot with several contractors in attendance, noting 7 bids had 
been received.  Engineer Berndt stated the lowest responsible bid was received from Olson Construction of Thief River 
Falls in the amount of $239,575.20.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to accept the low bid from Olson 
Construction of TRF in the amount of $239,575.20.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded the motion and all voted in 
favor.   
 
The next item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the purchase of a ½ ton pickup.  Keith noted that he had received a bid 
from Lee Brothers in Ada which is comparable to purchasing off the State of MN cooperative purchase bid, noting the MN 
State bid was awarded to a dealer from Iowa and he would prefer buying locally when competitive.  The purchase price 
would be $35,813 which is $13,042 below the MSRP.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the purchase of 
the ½ ton Chevrolet pickup from Lee Brothers in Ada at a purchase price of $35,813.  Commissioner Gunderson seconded 
the motion and all voted in favor.   
 
The next item on Keith’s agenda was the Fossum Township bridge replacement.  He noted they have nearly completed 
design of a project to replace the existing bridge with 2 lines of 12’ x 16’ box culverts at an estimated cost of $500,000.  
At this point he is recommending the county consider bidding the project with the option of bidders bidding on box 
culvert or a timber bridge and then award to the most cost effective.  Engineer Berndt noted it may result in a less 
expensive project and helps the competing industries (timber versus concrete) to stay competitively priced.  The 
downside to this is that the county will incur added engineering costs; as bidding a timber bridge would require a detailed 
design be prepared.  Keith also noted that Erickson Engineering has a lot of experience in designing timber bridges.  After 
discussion, commissioners asked if the township had been asked as to what they would like to see done.  Engineer Berndt 
noted that he had not talked to the township at this point, he had wanted to address the board first.  Consensus of the 
board was that the township should be consulted on this, and Commissioner Gunderson noted that he would like to be 
involved in any meeting that is held regarding this.   
 
The next items on Engineer Berndt’s agenda were the State Highway Bonding Bill and Federal Highway Stimulus Funding.  
Engineer Berndt urged the Board Chair to correspond with Representative Marquart and Senator Eken on behalf of the 
Board of Commissioners to emphasize the importance of transportation funding and to urge passage of a transportation 
bonding bill even amid the COVID-19 pandemic.  Engineer Berndt also encouraged the Board Chair to correspond with 
Representative Peterson, and Senators Smith and Klobuchar to emphasize the importance of including transportation 
funding in future stimulus funding packages.   
 
Lastly, Engineer Berndt updated the board on the flood damage to the county, noting a preliminary estimate of $127,000.  
He noted that Garry Johanson had reported that Towns & Cities had reported $24,400 at this point, with 11 townships 
and 2 cities not yet reported.   
 
Chairman Hall inquired of the board if they wanted to decide on how to hold the next board meeting on May 5th.   At this 
point, A/T Hanson noted that a jury trial was scheduled for the court room on that day which would not allow use of the 
court room unless it was continued.  Board members felt a lot could change by that time and no decision was made.   
 
At 10:25 a.m. Chairman Hall adjourned the meeting. 
 
 
 
 
________________________________    ____________________________________ 
Lee Ann Hall, Chairman      Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer   


